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SUBJECT: IRAQI MEDIA SHUNS ASAD VISIT TO MOSCOW 

1 . IRAQI MEDIA HAS VIRTUALLY IGNORED VISIT TO MOSCOW 

OF SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASAD. SOLE EXCEPTION WHICH HAS COME 
TO OUR ATTENTION WAS VERY BRIEF FRONT PAGE ITEM IN 
TARIQ AL-SHAAB, BAGHDAD DAILY WHICH IS ORGAN OF IRAQI 
COMMUNIST PARTY. EASTERN EUROPEAN DIPLOMAT WITH WHOM 
WE DISCUSSED THIS ITEM, WAS CLEARLY PLEASED THAT COMMUNIST 
PAPER FUNCTIONING, AT LEAST ON THIS SUBJECT, WITH MORE 
JOURNALISTIC FREEDOM THAN THE REST OF LOCAL PRESS. 

2. BLACKOUT ON ASAD'S MOSCOW TALKS IS SIMILAR TO SCANTY 
TREATMENT OF ARAFAT VISIT TO SAME CAPITAL. IT CONTRASTS 
SHARPLY WITH MEDIA ATTENTION GIVEN TO WASHINGTON 
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VISITS OF EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT, SYRIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER KHADDAM AND JORDAN'S KING HUSSEIN. 

3. COMMENT: IRAQ IS VERY SENSITIVE ABOUT SOVIET 
INVOLVEMENT IN MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS WHICH IRAQ 
OPPOSES. IT IS ALSO UPSET BY EVIDENT SOVIET DECISION 

TO MEND FENCES WITH ASAD IN SPITE OF BAGHDAD-DAMASCUS 
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FEUD AND BY FACT THAT SOVIET MOVES ARE UNDERMINING 
IRAQI DESIRE TO HAVE A CONTROLLING INFLUENCE ON 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MOSCOW AND ARAB WORLD. BY 
CONTRAST. CONTACTS BETWEEN ARAB CONFRONTATION 
LEADERS AND USG ARE HIGHLY PUBLICISED HERE WITH 
APPARENT DESIGN OF BESMIRCHING REPUTATIONS OF ARAB 
LEADERS. WE EXPECT HEAVY AND HOSTILE IRAQI MEDIA 
COVERAGE OF FORTHCOMING MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT 
CARTER AND ASAD. FIRST SHOT IS A COLUMN IN GOVERNMENT 
OWNED DAILY AL- JUMHURI Y A OF APRIL 26. ANONYMOUS 
COLUMNIST CHARGES THAT BE REPRESSION OF PALESTINIAN 
RESISTANCE IN LEBANON, ASAD IS "WRITING IN BLOOD A 
GOOD CONDUCT CERTIFICATE" FOR HIS MEETING WITH CARTER 
IN GENEVA. 

WILEY 
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